The Old Newburian
The Magazine of the Old Newburians’ Association

Sept 2004

No 15
1

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE
2004

President

Keith Allen

Secretary

Jon Herne

Treasurer

Mark Donoghue

Membership Secretary

John Gale

Games Secretaries
Male
Female

Chet Hobbs
Janet Calloway

Trustees

David Barr
John Gale
Chet Hobbs

Benevolent Fund Trustees

Keith Allen
David Barr
Jane Proudfoot

Committee

Brice Moore
Tracy McGuire-Brown
Derek Smalley
Pat Smalley
Derek Brown

Foundation Governors

Jane Proudfoot
Richard Sellwood

Editor - The Old Newburian

Richard Sellwood

Web Site: www.oldnewburians.co.uk

2

3

4

From the President:
Dear Member

When all the celebrations of the foundation of the Association – Civic Reception,
Thanksgiving Service, Exhibition of Memorabilia etc - were over your officers and
committee had to give careful consideration to the future.
Clearly first in our consideration had to be of the second centenary, that of the
formation of the Newbury County Girls’ Grammar School. But that was already well
in hand by a small group of former pupils of the girls’ school and only some minor
matters of administration fell to the Association to meet.
Then we had to face the ever-growing gap between our income and expenditure. The
major items of expenditure were postage and printing (in spite of the generosity of our
printers) and these are ever increasing. After much heart-searching it was decided to
reduce the circulations to members from two per year to one. This will take place in
October (starting in 2004) and will contain dates and details of all the activities for the
School Year. This, taken together with the results of a “One Hundred Club” and a
number of fresh donations, should meet the financial needs of the Association for
some considerable period of time to come.
There remains the problem of securing greater support for service on the committee
and as officers of the Association - but I have written on that topic elsewhere.
May I extend my thanks to all our office bearers for the support and help which they
have given to me during my two-year period of office as your President.
Finally, it only remains for me to express every good wish to all our members for
“heath, wealth and long to live”

Keith W. Allen
(ON 1936-1943)
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FROM THE HEADTEACHER

Dear Old Newburian
I would like to congratulate everyone involved in the ONA Centenary Celebrations. I
thoroughly enjoyed my involvement and particularly meeting with you and hearing
some of your tales of the past. This year we are celebrating the centenary of the foundation of the Newbury County Girls School. The organising committee have had a
series of meetings at the school and they are delighted with the response to their
Reunion to be held on 9 October.
This summer, Derek Carruthers, Assistant Head, retired from the staff after 37 years at
the school. He is a remarkable man, and his contribution to the education of generations of students is immense. We said our farewells and thank yous in July but I am
confident that you will join with me in wishing Derek a long and happy retirement.
The sad news of Robert Mermagen’s death blighted the year. As Head from 1985 to
1994, he made a major contribution to the development of the school. He was a great
supporter of the ONA.
The students have had an excellent year. Academic high achievement and exciting
opportunities. For example, during the course of the year we have had teachers on
study tours in New York and Brazil and student expeditions to Morocco, Argentina
and Uganda.
New student businesses have been started, a team reached the national final of a
Consumer Competition, all of this, as part of our Business and Enterprise development.
We have launched a new website (www.stbarts.co.uk) which is well worth a visit.
I hope that the ONA has a very successful year. Your officers deserve your active
support.
Yours sincerely

Stuart Robinson
Headteacher
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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS DURING 2004/2005
2004
Centenary Reunion for Newbury County Girls Grammar
Sat. 9th October 2004
Annual Meeting and Luncheon

Sun. 28th. November 2004; 11.30am
Conservative Club, Cheap St. Newbury,
Contact: The President, Keith Allen

Rugby v School

Sat. 11th Dec 2004; 2.30pm
Contact: Chet Hobbs, Tel. 01635-522546

Lacrosse v School

Sat. 11th Dec 2004; 10.30am
Contact: Janet Calloway, Tel.01635-200399

2005
Football v School

Sat. 19th Mar 2005; 2.30pm
Contact: Chet Hobbs, Tel. 01635-522546

Netball v School

Sat. 19th Mar 2005; 10.30am
Contact: Janet Calloway, Tel.01635-200399

Golf v School

Fri. 24th June 2005; 4.00pm; Newbury and
Crookham Golf Club
Contact: Chet Hobbs, Tel. 01635-522546

Cricket v School

Sun. 26th June 2005; 2.00pm
Fifth Road Field
Contact: Chet Hobbs, Tel. 01635-522546

Cricket v The Staff

Tues. 28th June 2005; 6.00pm
Contact: Chet Hobbs, Tel. 01635-522546

O.N.A. Golf Day

Wed. 30th July 2005; Deanwood Golf Club
Contact Allan Mercado, Tel. 01635-35046

Rugby v School

Sat. 10th Dec 2005; 2.30pm
Contact: Chet Hobbs, Tel. 01635-522546

Lacrosse v School

Sat. 10th Dec 2005; 10.30am
Contact: Janet Calloway, Tel.01635-200399

Contact details and email addresses are given inside the back cover. Alternative
contacts are either the Secretary, Jon Herne or Richard Sellwood.
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NEWS OF OLD NEWBURIANS 2003
Emails/letters received
Reg Piper (1941-1950) and Brian Wheeler (1950-1956) have recently retired from Cold Ash
Parish Council, both having served for over forty years. During that time Reg was a Governor of
St. Mark’s School, Cold Ash for 37 years and both he and Brian served on the Parish Council,
each for over 40 years. Brian also served on several of the Thatcham Charities committees for a
similar time.
*****

Web Site Guestbook Entries
To contact any of these Old Newburians you willbe able to email them by visiting the guest book
on our web site (www.oldnewburians.co.uk).
Alison Barton (nee Harrod) 1978; Stanley, Falkland Islands
I have kept in touch with Jane Stone (Hamblin); Rowena Coles (Hart) and Elizabeth Webster
(Brindley) who I see when we visit the UK. We all took part in the crafty raft race in 1977, in a
bath which took us about 7 hours to "paddle" down the course! I'll have to look and see if I can
find any photos of that!
I am now living in the Falkland Islands, married to John (a Falkland Islander) with two sons aged
13, 11. I met John at Bangor where I was studying Archaeology and History, we were both in the
University diving club. I was lucky enough to work on the "Mary Rose" for a couple of seasons
and had a fantastic time. I have now been in the Falklands for almost 20 years, love living here
and I work part time as a secretary and am also involved with the Museum in Stanley. John
recently built a mirror dinghy so we spend some of the weekends sailing in the harbour and in
some of the other inlets around East Falkland. I'd love to be able to make the reunion of NCGS if
I was in England at the time but look forward to seeing photos on the web site in due course.
If anyone remembers me from school and are passing through Stanley I'd be pleased to see them
(pretty safe there I should think!)
Harvey Weiner - 1939 to 1942; Chalfont St.Peter, Buckinghamshire
I was an evacuee to Newbury from Central London on Sept 1st 1939 and joined the Grammar
School in the 1st Form, either before ,or just after Xmas that year. Returned to London in 1942.
Does anyone remember being machine gunned on the sports field on sports day 1941, by a
Junkers 88, which was later shot down that day? Now a silver-surfer. I remember the girls’
school along the road, and backing onto our Rugby pitches.
F W (Bill) Hill 1944; Banstead, Surrey
Now 76 widower, still Chartered Elec Engineer, spent much time in S. America, M. East, Asia.
Two sons 47 & 45 with families, both into high tech consultants (I was an insultant), eldest PhD
in Nucl. Engineering, promptly went into airports.
In 1953, I used to play rugger in Brazil at the Cricket Club, Niteroi, near Rio. Once, about 1953,
played for selection from Brazil against selection from Uruguay (our team comprised 12 nationalities!). Loved the sailing and night life.
Roy Dance 1945; Exmouth, Devon
After leaving school I went to work in Reading, until being called up for National Service in the
RAF 1948-49. I worked in the Ministry of Labour after that until joining Square Grip Reinforcement Co Ltd at Chertsey, Sunbury and Colnbrook. I met and married Doreen Sibley at Mortimer
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in 1956 and we had four children, Colin, Shelley, Kevin and Marian, and now have seven
grandchildren. After leaving Square Grip, I worked for Shackmans at Chesham, Romac Industries
at West Hendon, and Dihurst Holdings Ltd firstly at High Wycombe but later at Exmouth, hence
my current address. I studied mainly at evening classes and correspondence courses and became
qualified as a Chartered Secretary and Chartered Management Accountant, retiring in 1991 as
Finance Director of Dihurst, then a subsidiary of Wolseley plc. That's enough about me for now,
but I hope this will bring me into contact with some of my former schoolmates.
Melvyn J Morris 1959; Letchlade, Glos.
14yrs with AEI, then 20yrs with CEGB (National Power) and last 10yrs working for self as Safety
Consultant in Constr/Demolition Industry. Married in 1966, one son who married 2002. Retired!!
to the Cotswolds, seems like coming home, especially after browsing.
Julie Berry (nee Davies) 1992; Cardiff
Having pursued a career abroad in watersports I am now working for the National Assembly for
Wales in Cardiff. I was married September last year, given away by another Old Newburian,
Duncan Campbell... honestly, you lose concentration for one minute and look what happens.
Mike Checksfield 1962; Swindon
Since leaving St Barts. I have had quite a varied career. I am at present working at Swindon
College as the team leader for the Prince's Trust Volunteers. Married with two children and two
grandchildren I still enjoy motor bikes.
Amanda Johnston (nee Hook) 1977; Cheam, Surrey
gave up A levels and left St Barts in 1977 to train in Animal Nursing. Since qualifying I have
worked as Animal nurse, advertising rep, secretary and now, for my sins, I work as a secretary for
estate agents. Keep in touch with a number of St Barts folk, have also contacted several through
the Friends Reunited. Would love to hear from old friends.
Shirley Hanson (nee Badcock) 1958; Leicester
Became a teacher and taught secondary and then later Primary. Married Jack and we have three
children, Kathy, Debbie and Joe. We all live in Leicester at the moment. Thoroughly enjoyed the
recent Reunion.
Garth Littlejohn 1966; Tutbury, Staffordshire
Retired civil servant. Twice divorced. Two sons and one daughter. Currently living with new
partner and pretty happy. Own 62 foot narrow boat which comes in useful if we have a row.
Anne Lewis (nee Wood) 1957; Finchley, North London
Retired Children's Librarian. Married with one daughter. I would very much like to get in touch
with anyone who may remember me.
Godfrey ('gus' at school) Stone 1967; Newcastle, Staffs
I am married to Dot (have been for 26 years ... she teaches English to overseas students in
Wolverhampton). We have two children at university - Phil (22) just leaving Sheffield Hallam and
Steph (20 - starting medicine at Glasgow). After teaching Geography for a while (my first degree
subject) I worked for three years as a Christian facilitator with student groups in ten universities
in the English Midlands. From 1981, I have been an Anglican vicar, and am now Archdeacon of
Stoke upon Trent.
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Peter Mullins 1948; Stroud, Gloucestershire
Married to Elaine, 2 children, 4 grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren
Retired but still doing a part-time job!
John Holmes 1952; Slindon, West Sussex
Engineer, graduated from London Univ joined Smiths Industries, Nat.Service, REME. Joined
IBM in '65 retired in '92. Married Jackie in '60. Offspring Simon and Lucy. We like to Ski, golf,
listen to music and travel. Would like to hear from anyone who remembers me.
Don Freeman 1958; Kingsclere, Newbury
Left school 1958. Bsc in electrical engineering Birmingham Univ. MIEE. Working life in
manufacturing, first railway locomotives, then fork lift trucks. Retired end 1999. My brother
Harry (1964) teaches science in Melbourne, Australia and is married with two sons. Of my four
sons, all of whom attended St Barts sixth form, Paul (1981) teaches maths in Basingstoke, Simon
(1983) is sadly deceased, Stephen (1984) is a graphic designer, also in Melbourne, married with
three children, and Andrew
Penny Bristow 1968; Ashford, Middlesex
Studied Chemistry at UCL and did a PGCE at the Institute of Education. Taught Chemistry in a
variety of schools. Various Pastoral responsibilities and now Head of a school. Three sons
(26,25,23)- all independent at present!
Carol Blackwell-Gibbs (nee Wallis) 1964; Surrey &Cyprus
Studied Institutional & Hotel Management in Bristol. Married Nick Blackwell, who became a
vet. 2 children, Mark, now a vet and Justine who works for Hambros Bank. Moved to Guernsey
1976. Divorced 1981. Learnt to fly. Worked in tourism. Met my present partner James (ret.
commercial airline pilot) in 1990. Moved back to UK 2000, shortly moving to Alsancak in
Northern Cyprus.
Sheila Eastick asks who our English teacher was? Miss Watson/English/Salmon ring bells? My
favourite teacher was Miss Beaumont. I think the teacher that Sheila Eastick is trying to
remember is Miss Barton?????
I am in 'Christmas card contact' with Carol Luker and have had an email from Mary Barker, but
would love to hear from anyone else. Especially if anyone happens to be going out to Northern
Cyprus on holiday. Reading through members messages, I see that another ON lived in Guernsey
whist I was there! I did not know. Small world.
David C Watson 1964; Marlow
Used to live in Cold Ash and saw Richard Sellwood daily on the Reliance Cold Ash bus! Worked
for NatWest (and its predecessor NatPro) for 30 years. Pleased to take a deal in 1994. Ran
accounts for local businesses until 2000. Now fully retired. Married 24 years. Loved cross
country and still jog but only 5 miles or so and ever more slowly. I remember Bruce Hartnell (and
Sheila nee Eastick) and Anthony Ingham (form 1C 1956/7). Planning to meet Roland Denning
and other ex-boarders for a drink.
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Civic Reception and Service of Thanksgiving.
Sat 18th October 2003.
Saturday 18 October 2003 was one of
the high points of the celebrations
marking the centenary of the foundation of the Association. By the
generous invitation of His Worship
the Mayor of Newbury Councillor
Peter. Greenhalgh about fifty of our
members were entertained in the
Council Chamber.
It was a
congenial affair, not too overawed by
the lists of mayors going back to the
end of the sixteenth century and
including a considerable number
“Old Newburians” – even if not
actually members of the Association!
This was followed by a Service of
Thanksgiving at St. Nicolas Church
by kind permission of the Rector,
Revd. Dr. David Stone. The sermon
was preached by Revd. Mike Vockins
(1955 – 1961) to the text:
“Two men looked out between prison
bars;
one saw mud, the other saw stars”

*****

"The Faith of a Schoolmaster"
by E Sharwood Smith, Headmaster 1902 - 1924 (pub Methuen, London, 1935).
"But, very roughly, very diffidently, I should maintain that the school which I envisage was a little
society, so constructed and so adapted and so adaptable, that a considerable portion of its
members might learn by degrees to set the interests of other members not before their own, but
on no lower level than their own; that each one through his personality, his knowledge, his
industry, his prowess, whether at games or in other activities, has his particular contribution to
add to the common stock; and that this contribution should be made, not as a result of unrestricted
competition, one against the other, but in a spirit of co-operation and co-partnership."
Read at the Centenary Service by Katherine Peddie, Head Girl, at St. Bartholomew's School.
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Memories Revived
A selection of extracts from The Newburian, The Old Newburian, The School Record and other
sources.
25 years ago
The Newburian 1979
This year 20 pupils took part in the Twin Town Schools Exchange with Bagnols-sur-Ceze and
the largest ever party to take part in the School Exchange trip to West Germany, 54 pupils and 4
staff, traveled to Newbury’s twin town Braunfels.
50 years ago
The Newburian, March 1954
To mark the Coronation Mrs Ballantyne has presented to the School 27 trees, one for each year
of the Queen’s age. The trees, which consist of pink and white chestnuts, Malus Tschonoskii
and purple Sycamores, have been planted in the School and Fifth Road fields.
The Newburian, July 1954
E. Sharwood Smith (Headmaster 1903-1924) died 2nd May 1954, aged 89 years.
A letter from Alfred Stradling who writes to say that he was born in 1857 and that he attended
the School when it was at the Litten. He claims that he is therefore the oldest Old Newburian...
The Newburian, December 1954
The Rev. T. Rutherford Harley (Headmaster 1925-1948) died 24th July 1954, aged 66 years.
J.S. Abbott (1945-52) has been awarded his Rugby Blue at Oxford. We have had one Blue for
Association Football - B.S. Evers (1904-10) who gained that distinction at Cambridge - but this
is our first Rugby Blue.
Sir Brian Sharwood Smith (1907-13) was received in audience by H.M. The Queen and kissed
hands upon his appointment as Governor of the Northern Region of Nigeria, when Her Majesty
conferred upon him the Honour of Knighthood...
The Record 1954 - Jubilee Number
On Sat. 24th July came the culmination of the rejoicings. From 2.30 to 6.00pm the School was
“At Home” to nearly a thousand guests and entertained them.... And after this, there was still
the ceremonial cutting and eating of the cake to come. To mark the occasion of the Jubilee
more intimately, the Old Girls held an evening Reunion.... The function was attended by some
140 Old Girls who included some of the original pupils of the School.
75 years ago
The Newburian, March 1929
The new wing to St. Bartholomew’s Grammar School, which has been in course of erection
since August last, was opened on Friday, March 8th 1929 by the Duchess of Atholl, M.P.,
Under Secretary to the Board of Education....
The new wing makes a handsome addition to the School; the old unsightly hut is no more, and
the back of the School is now as imposing as the front. It is built of brick, with red hand-made
brick-facings and Monk’s Park stone dressings..... The dining hall appealed to everybody as a
particularly bright room.... It is 49 feet in length by 24 feet wide and has a polished floor and
oak joinery.
A concrete staircase leads to three dormitories on the first floor, each about 18 feet by 24 feet,
with the necessary bathrooms and lavatories. Like the dining room they are designed on
hygienic lines, with the idea of getting all the sunshine and air that is possible. Over these, on
the second floor, are one dormitory and two sick rooms, with baths and lavatories. The new
Continued on page 15
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ANNUAL MEETING AND LUNCHEON
The Annual General Meeting precedes the Luncheon
at
THE CONSERVATIVE CLUB
CHEAP ST.
NEWBURY
on
SUN. 28th NOVEMBER 2004
at 11.30am
This Meeting will be followed by a 3-course Luncheon
at
12.30 for 1.00pm
Tickets £20
Tickets are available from the Secretary, Jon Herne at 42
Aintree Close, Newbury, Berks RG14 7TX, or any member
of the committee.
******** AGM and LUNCH ********
******** 27th NOV. 2005 ********
Please make a note of this event in your diary and do try to attend.
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
For the year ended 31st October 2003
INCOME
Interest Receivable
Dinner Surplus
Surplus on sale of ties
Reunion Surplus
Centenary Club Surplus (4 months income less prizes)
Mail-out sponsorship
Donations: general
Donations: standing orders
Total Income
EXPENDITURE
Printing and Stationery
765.17
Postage
772.38
Donations: Other
20.00
Sundries
35.50
Website Costs
58.74
Sporting Fixtures
239.58
Sports Insurance
218.29
Total Expenditure
_2109.66
(DEFICIT) SURPLUS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE

326.35
169.00
132.30
124.84
168.00
385.00
216.00
687.00
2208.49

£98.83

BALANCE SHEET
as at 31st October 2003
Notice Board
Stock of ties
Newbury Building Society
Nationwide Building Society
HSBC

1.00
324.00
13,526.93
1495.27
662.05
15,432.25
15,433.25

CAPITAL ACCOUNT
Balance brought forward
Receipts from Life Members

13,256.93
270.00
________
13,256.93

REVENUE ACCOUNT
Balance brought forward
(Deficit)/Excess of income over expenditure

1807.49
98.83
________
_1,906.32
15,433.25
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Robert Mermagen
1936-2004
TRIBUTES have been paid to former St Bartholomew’s School headmaster Robert
Mermagen who died, aged 67, on Thursday April 8 2004.
Mr Mermagen took early retirement in 1994 owing to Ill health, after being at St
Bartholomew’s for nine years, and following his retirement he moved to St Ives,
Cornwall. He started teaching in 1961 following his education at Sherborne School, a
degree in history from Pembroke College, Cambridge, and then national service.
His attraction to St Bartholomew’s School was immediate, and he said on joining: “I
knew this was where I wanted to be. It was a very strong reaction.”
Despite leaving university certain that he did not want to become a teacher, he followed
his father and his grandfather into the profession, and discovered by chance that his
grandfather taught at St Bartholomew’s School between 1904 and 1906.
Under his headship, the school was the largest in Berkshire with the largest sixth form
in the country. He held a lectureship at Rochester University in New Jersey, USA.
taught at Bancroft’s School in Essex and then Dover Grammar School. He went on to
become deputy head at Richmond School, and head at Thirsk School, both In Yorkshire, before joining St Bartholomew’s School.
The current headteacher, Stuart Robinson, said that the news of Mr Mermagen’s death
came as a great shock.
He said: “The last time we saw him; he looked very well and was enjoying his life in
Cornwall. There are a lot of people here who worked with him who remember him very
fondly as a professional and as a lovely man. He regularly came back to the school and
took an interest in St Bartholomew’s.” Long-standing governor at the school Steve
Billcliffe said: “Robert Mermagen was a pioneer of the grant-maintained schools. St
Bartholomew’s was the first in Berkshire to go grant-maintained and it was a time with
a lot of changes. Mr Mermagen led an initiative to protect the school’s sixth form, with
part of the process being the building of a sixth form site.”
Another feature of Robert’s term was a visit from the Queen in March 1993.
“Under his headship the number of pupils going to Oxbridge grew to between 15 and
20 a year.”
Head of governors Ian Campbell said that the board was saddened to hear of Mr
Mermagen’s early death.
He said: “It’s not a long time since he was the head of St Bartholomew’s. He was very
popular. He was also, perhaps, one of the last of the academics as headmasters of big
schools. However, he did take us through the initial stages of grant maintained status
and helped bring us into the modern era. He was highly regarded by the governors and
the teaching staff”
Mr Mermagen leaves his wife Keren and three children; Matthew, Lucy and Anna.
Reprinted with permission from Newbury Weekly News 29 April 2004.
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Reunion (1953 to 1966)
Sun 29th June 2003
Approximately 120 “Old Boys”, “Old Girls” and Staff descended on the school on Sunday 29th
June 2003 for a day of renewing old school friendships and refreshing memories of the past.
There were initial surprises at meeting one’s old contempories, when comments such as; “Well
I’m blessed if it isn’t old ....”, The ladies were especially pleased to meet Miss Humm, the games
mistress throughout the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s. The morning was spent touring the Luker site
(previously Newbury County Girls Grammar School). Groups were formed on the lines of the
Houses, Curnock (Jade), Patterson (Gold), Davis (Flame) and Evers (Blue) and were ably led by
groups of students from the school.
After photographs and lunch the Wormestall site (previously St. Bartholomew’s Grammar
School) was open for tours. Curiously, some of the ladies seemed to know their way round these
buildings better than the “boys.” The old dormitories, now classrooms, were visited as well as the
headmaster’s house, dining room and sanatorium. All these rooms have had changes of use over
the years. Digby Croft was also visited. Situated midway between the two school sites it is now
the home of the school’s administration and headteacher’s study; but remembered by the ladies
who took lessons including maths and music there.
Throughout the day the “fence” was often the subject of discussion. After more photos and a final
chat over tea the day was brought to a close. Headteacher, Stuart Robinson spoke of the strength
of the school which he said was in part due to the strength of the Old Newburians’ Association
and its close links with the school. Our thanks go to Stuart Robinson, his staff and students for
making this a day enjoyed by all. Also to Richard and Brice Moore who provided a selection of
the archives for viewing throughout the day.

The Old Girls
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The Old Boys

Continued from page 10
classrooms, each 19 feet by 19 feet, have been built on the first floor over two of the existing
classrooms.
The total cost of the scheme is £6,300, of which £1,700 has already been raised, the balance
being provided out of the endowment, and the Governors are setting on foot a scheme to re-pay
the same by instalments over 30 years.
The Record, 1929
Presentation of the Portrait of Miss Luker Fri. July 12th ..... The School assembled that
afternoon to unveil a portrait of Miss Luker, as a commemoration of her 25 years with the
School. She had hoped that every time we looked at it, we should be reminded of Miss Luker’s
love of Truth, Beauty and Work, which had always been before her and which she hoped would
always be before the School.
100 years ago
The Newburian, 1904
The School has been divided into four “Houses”; School House, North Town, South Town and
Country. The School House consists of boarders,......the North Town, of boys west of Northbrook St.....South House; of boys east of Northbrook St..... and Country House, of boys living
out of the town. The party system is already very popular, although it has only been adopted for
a short time.
The first O.N.A. Annual Cricket Match took place at the School on July 13th.
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OLD NEWBURIANS' ASSOCIATION - CENTENARY SERVICE
ADDRESS
ST. NICHOLAS' CHURCH, NEWBURY 18th October 2003
------------------------------------------------------------"Two men looked out between prison bars, one saw mud, the other saw stars.".
In these opening lines I am making no insinuations about the propensity (or otherwise) of O.Ns
to be detained at Her Majesty's pleasure!
Rather, I am speaking of two men, with the same vantage point, whose vision is entirely different.
One looked down, perhaps was weighed down by 'feet of clay' and with a mind that matched; the
other - even from that limiting environment - had vision, and he was looking upward, outward.
That sense of vision, of looking upward and looking outward, was very much a hallmark of the
early years of last century, in that period around 1903.
Queen Victoria had just died, and the Edwardian era had begun. For the United Kingdom it was
a time of prosperity and stability, with the British Empire expanding and a strengthening of the
Commonwealth. For those living in those times the 'Great' in Great Britain would have seemed
wholly appropriate. Britain was defeating the Boers in South Africa. That most English of
composers, Edward Elgar, was achieving fame with works like the "Enigma Variations" and the
"Pomp and Circumstance Marches" (No 2 of which, with the addition of A C Benson's words,
became "Land of Hope and Glory").
Elsewhere Marconi had transmitted the first wireless message across the Atlantic. Orville and
Wilbur Wright made, in 1903, the first successful flight in a powered aircraft, and Einstein would
soon publish his Theory of Relativity. At home C S Rolls was about to go into partnership with
Henry Royce to produce the splendidly archetypal British car and, with the advance of the motor
car, the Government had set a speed limit of 20 mph. The great Education Act was on the stocks
(to be passed in 1905).
It was an age of progress, promoted and inspired by men of vision, men and women who "saw
the stars".
Newbury, as it was for a great part of its long history, was then still a small market town. Its
Grammar School (St.Bartholomew's) enjoyed both a strong and widespread reputation within the
local community and a long, distinguished history, going back to Henry Wormestall's founding
of the School in 1466, "the grammar school, whereof the town hath great need". Under the
Headship of Mr E Sharwood Smith (newly appointed in 1902) that reputation was further
enhanced for he too (as amply confirmed by the splendid reading from his book - read earlier in
the Service by the Head Girl, Katherine Peddie) was a man of great vision, one of St.Bart's great
Headmasters in a School which has been well, and truly, served by its Heads, and in the life of
the O.N.A. these include Mr Sharwood Smith, T Rutherford Harley, John Ballantine, Basil
Cooper, Robert Mermagen and the present Headteacher, Stuart Robinson.
At the School's prize-giving in July 1903 the Headmaster suggested the forming of an "Old Boys
Club". He thought it would be a means of generating funds for the School - so he clearly was a
man of undiluted vision! "A gymnasium, and a turret clock were badly needed. These were often
18

presented by Old Boys" he said "and he knew there were plenty of Old Boys in Newbury. He
would like to suggest the forming of an Old Boys club."
So it was that P.F. Davis and A.J. Freeman called a meeting on 17th October 1903 (100 years and
one day ago) of Old Boys to consider the foundation of an Old Boys Society. With them were:
Frank Comyns (Master and former pupil, who took the Chair), and Messrs Adey, Allee, Burns,
Davies, Davis, Forster, Hayton, Hopson, James, Knight, Lemm, Metcalf, Midwinter, F W Neate,
G W Neate, New, Salway, Stradling, Turner, and Willis - and with them that visionary founding
father of the Old Newburians Society, Mr Sharwood Smith.
Many of those names are so well-known to folks who have lived or worked in Newbury down
through the generations, many of them (and their families) representing and serving the School
with distinction and serving this town and this County (and the wider world) similarly.
The Headmaster's vision was enthusiastically shared and taken up by those present, and the Old
Newburians Association came into being with Montagu Hopson being elected its first President.
Mr Hopson had been unable to attend that first meeting, and had sent a telegram apologising for
his regrettable absence. As many of us know from hard-won experience it is not always wise to
express interest in an organisation and then be absent when it elects officers - it seems an
infallible way to be given a job or an office! The Association's annual subscription was to be 3/(15p!).
Was the money ever raised for the gym Mr Sharwood Smith had pictured in his eye? I don't
know. I am very confident, however, that funds were never raised for the turret clock for boys
continued to arrive at the last minute - or late - my father, who probably lived as close to the
School as almost any other boy, being a case in point. But down through the ages since those
early years of the century the O.N.A. has remained true to its original Objects: " … keeping Old
Boys in touch with each other and with the School ..." and has supported the School faithfully
and well. It has also proved to be a proper means of representing the School, through its Old
Boys, in the community, in the business and professional life of this town (and County), in
farming, in sport (most definitely) and in the arts, in the Services and in Local Government where
Old Boys dedicatedly have served as Councillors and Officers, serving Newbury and the
surrounding area in so many ways, upholding the vision of the O.N.A's founders, their desire to
serve and support the School being shared by those who have readily followed in their footsteps.
The Old Boys Association continues to serve its members and the School by providing an active
link between School and its former pupils, and by continuing to link those of us who have left
School - and, indeed, left the area - with our contemporaries and with the School. As is often the
case, those living nearest are, perhaps, the Association’s most active supporters and those living
furthest away its most appreciative members (welcoming this means of being kept abreast of
what is happening at St.Bart's and with our former colleagues).
In recent years the School became a co-ed establishment and girls were admitted - after years of
being seperated by the stout chain-wire fence across the Fifth Road field and the length of
Buckingham Road, which were more effective (and more stringently guarded!) than the Berlin
Wall. As contributions to the "Old Newburian" make clear, this change has also given a valued
and life-giving impetus to the Association.
It is perhaps worth reminding ourselves that next year offers another centenary, another
important and special anniversary: the foundation of the Girls' School. Thus, there will be, we
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must hope, a chance to give thanks for so many who have shared the same walk with St.
Bartholomew's and the O.N.A. over the last one hundred years.
When asked to choose the reading for this Service Jesus' words, as recorded by St. Matthew
(Matthew 5: 13-16), seemed so appropriate.
Jesus tells his disciples they are like salt and light. They are very distinctive - and have a strong
influence on their surroundings. Those who Jesus sees as being like salt ("salt of the earth")
promote goodness (and also have preservative qualities preventing that which putrefies, perverts
or corrupts). As even the most novice follower of Delia Smith knows, salt is used to bring out the
best flavours; it is seldom of value if confined in one place. Light conquers darkness; it shines
out to reveal the way; it shines out to light up the vision; it draws us on and illuminates our way.
You will, I am sure, readily recognise how the O.N.A. and its members work like salt and light,
carrying forward the Christian vision and ethos of Henry Wormestall - which was so firmly
upheld by Edward Sharwood Smith and by all who have led the School or, as teachers, have so
richly added to its lustre - both in the School's own community but also in those communities in
which we all live and work and move, and far wider afield too.
Those who met together on 17th October one hundred years ago were salt and light. They have
shared the benefits of their salinity and their illumination with the world, and so too have their
successors, right up to the present generation led by our President, Keith Allen, and his Committee, and the members of the O.N.A. through the years.
"You are the light of the world.... No-one after lighting a lamp puts it under a bushel, but on the
lampstand and it gives light to all ...." Jesus said. Under the visionary stimulus of Mr. Sharwood
Smith our founding Old Newburian forebears profoundly believed that, and were lit by the light
(as well as being spiced by the salt!) and were willing to let that light shine out into the world
through them. How very appropriate that was - and is - for an Old Boys Association at a School
where the motto is "Ad Lucem" - towards the light!
So it is good that we have this opportunity - and it is right that we are taking this opportunity - to
give thanks for their vision and their lead, and for the example of all who have so dedicatedly
followed in their footsteps ever since, and to give thanks for the work of the O.N.A in being a
means of letting salt and light spread and shine into the community, still today - we confidently
hope - bringing out the best and lighting the way.
Those who share these same beliefs - and I hope all of us would do that readily - face the
challenge held out to us by those founders of the O.N.A. to continue being the salt and light in
this place (and in the wider community too).
"Two men looked out between prison bars, one saw mud, the other saw stars.".
As we begin a new century let's continue to look upward and outward - and hold on to the
vision, as fresh today as it was one hundred years ago, and continue to move "Ad Lucem",
towards the light.
Mike Vockins
18th October 2003
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THE PRESIDENT’S PLEA
For many years past there has been a dedicated band of members willing to “go the extra mile”
for the Association and serve as officers and committee members. Recently, for entirely valid
reasons, fewer are coming forward to do this with the inevitable result that the burden has
fallen unfairly on the faithful few. We need some more to share the load. May I ask that you
- yes you - put yourself forward to take a share in keeping the Association running for its
second century.
This is a serious call to every one of our membership
–
please give it your consideration and action!
KWA
News has been received of the deaths of the following Old Newburians.
We extend our deepest sympathy to their families.
Raymond Patrick Allen

Norman Hughes Allen

P. T. Baker

S. J. Boshier

Janet Calder (worked at the school)

P. J. Charman

Arthur John Counter

Mrs. P. Fidler

Miss V. Glenn

Arthur Hesketh

Mrs. V. Hibberd (nee Brooker)

I. T. Meacher

K Langton

R. Mermagen

D. Rosier

R. V. Smith

Centenary Ties
Brice Moore has sold over eighty Centenary Ties, bows, cravats to members in Australia,
U.S.A., United Arab Emirates, Canada as well as in the UK. They are priced as follows:
1. Ties
£10 +p&p
2. Ready-made Bow Ties £10 +p&p
3. Self-tie Bow Ties
£12 +p&p
4. Men's Cravats
£16 +p&p
Post& packaging 50p (UK only). Elsewhere in the world please send sufficient funds to
cover postage to your country.
Please send cheque in Sterling (made payable to the Old Newburians' Association) or cash
with your order to:
Brice Moore, 133 Priory Road, Hungerford, Berks RG17 0AP.
Email: moorebricegill@hungerford3.fsnet.co.uk. Please include your email address (if you
have one) and Brice will inform you when they are dispatched.
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SPORTS REPORTS
SUMMER and WINTER 2003
GOLF 2003
Fri. 27th June 2003
O.N.A. 3 School 1
To celebrate the Association’s Centenary Barlow’s of Hermitage have donated a new golf trophy
which will be known as the “Centenary Salver” and will be displayed in the School Trophy
Cabinet. Barlow’s were represented by Peter Barlow who captained the O.N.A. Side.
The first tee of 4.00pm saw
the start in a light drizzle but
the sun soon broke through
and the match continued on
a brilliant summer evening.
The players for the first two
pairs came in and recorded
wins for the O.N.A. but the
3rd pair register a loss. The
match result now rested with
the last pair. Veteran David
Spackman partnered by
Nick Drewe playing against
two talented boys, David
Jones and Guy Youll putted
brilliantly to win the match
making the result 3-1 in
favour of the Old Boys.
O.N.A. - T. Drewe, J. Antmann; G. Miller, R. Blatch; J. Miller, I Dyke; A. Tanner, P. Barlow;
N. Drewe, D. Spackman.
School - A. Hollindale, M. Britton; G. Todd, D. Talmage; D. Jone, G. Youll
*****

CRICKET 2003
Sun. 29th June 2003
O.N.A. 187 for 7 School 151
With only eight batsmen the Old Boys were fortunate in winning the toss and batting first.
Opening bats Ben Myers and Jon Anisxeski scored steadily with Myers the most aggressive.
When Anisxeski was out for 5 Tom Heath came to the crease and both Myers (44) and Heath
upped the run-rate and when Heath (57) was caught and bowled by Mark Prickett the O.N.A. Were
108 for 3. The fourth wicket stand from Matt Richardson (20) and Lee Fenn (15) and tail-enders
Tom Capewell (6), Phil Marshall (2) and Chris Hook (4 n.o.) all contributing to the Old Boys total
of 182 for 7.
The successful school bowlers were Andrew Prickett (3 for 58), Chris Thorne (2 for 39), Nick
Hartley (1 for 32) and Jim Russell (1 for 24).
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The school’s innings started well but when Jon Anisxeski came on he ripped through the top order
batsmen and the School looked like they were heading for an early defeat. Mark Prickett survived
the bowling onslaught and joined by Tom Seward, who then frustrated the Old Boys going on to
be top-scorer with 63 n.o. When Prickett was bowled by Ben Myers for 24 Seward soon ran out
of partners and the School innings closed at 151. For the O.N.A. Jon Anisxeski had 6 wickets for
27 and Ben Myers 4 for 48.
Our thanks to Martin Britton and O.N.A. Umpire Richard Bentley.
O.N.A. - T. Heath (capt.), J. Anisxeski, B. Myers, L. Fenn, M. Richardson, C. Hook, P. Marshall,
T. Capewell.
School - N. Hartley (capt.), J. Russell, A. Prickett, M. Prickett, C. Thorne, M. Price, A. Day, L.
Day, N. Green, T. Seward, M. Britton.
*****
Tues. 8th July 2003
Staff 116

O.N.A. 115

The staff batted first and at one stage were 4 for 3 wickets and when the big hitting R.
Southwell-Sander was caught by J. Antmann off the bowling of P. Davis, for 19 they really
looked in trouble. In comes M. Digweed who took on the O.N.A. Bowling and carried his bat for
50 n.o. He was aided by good batting and backing up by A. Prickett (13) and C. Edwards (11)
but the Staff could only reach 116 after 15 overs.
Bowling for the O.N.A. M. Richardson and S. Grayson took two wickets each and P. Davis and
J. Aniszewski one each with two run-outs.
Old Boys opening bats W. Davis (10) and T. Capewell (11) made an impressive start. Then J.
Aniszewski and S. Grayson steadily put on the runs but tight and accurate bowling by the Staff
slowed the run rate. When Grayson (12) was out M. Richardson came in but was brilliantly
run-out for one by R. Southwell-Sander who gathered the ball and aimed at the stumps in one
action. This left the O.N.A. well behind the required run rate but T. Drewe raised the rate with
25 off ten balls including a six and two fours but he was out (hit wicket) going for another big hit.
J. Aniszewski and B. Thomas tried to keep the run rate going but the score ended one short at the
end of the fifteen overs.
O.N.A. - W. Davis, T. Capewell, P. Marshall, J. Aniszewski, S. Grayson, J. Leigh, M. Richardson, J. Antmann, T. Drewe, W. Drewe, B. Thomas.
Staff. - P. Gray, A. Hollingdale, C. Smith, R. Southwell-Sanders, M. Digweed, A. Prickett, C.
Edwards, S. Sharpe, M. Prickett, M. Britton, M. Adams.
*****

RUGBY 2003
Sat. 13th Dec. 2003
School 1st XV 18 O.N.A. U21 XV 31
Both teams took time to settle but a break down the wing by the School number 14, Chris Seward
made 60 yards before he was tackled into touch by Nick Saich, the Old Boys full back, just short
of the line. This made both teams realise they had a serious game on their hands.
From a charge-down of a School twenty two drop-out the O.N.A. scrum-half, Paul Walters
gathered the ball and squeezed through for an unconverted try. Andy Prickett replied with a
penalty for the School who then went on to build a sizeable first half lead. Harry Griffin dived
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over for the School’s first try, which was followed by another Andy Prickett penalty. With the
Old Boys pressing the line a loose long pass was intercepted by Jon Knight who ran the length of
the pitch to touch down near the post making an easy conversion for Andy Prickett giving the
School a 18-5 half time lead.
During the break prop Garry Crossan was replaced by the more experienced Elis Jones and
shortly after the re-start both O.N.A. second rows were replaced by Tom Jones and Jamie Berry
giving us more options in the line-out and tightened up the defence. With the additional power
in the forwards the Old Boys threatened the School line which finally cracked and Elis Jones
powered through for a try converted by Tom Heath. The Old Boys then controlled the match
denying the School any quality possession and started to string together some very attractive
phases of play resulting in a try for Gareth May, converted by Tom Heath. Confident in their
control in the line-out, the Old Boys kept the School in their own half with long kicks to touch
and won good possession. Space opened up for outside centre Jon Gibson to run in a try for Heath
to convert. Heath closed the match with a try just on the whistle for an Old Boys win 31 to 18.

O.N.A. - N. Saich, D. Lee, G. May, J. Gibson, M. Prickett, T. Heath, P. Walters, W. BindlussGibb, W. Goodman, G. Crossan (E. Jones), J. Crawford (T. Jones), P. Jones (J. Berry), J.
Keevill, C. Payne, T. Sandford.
School - T. Seward, C. Seward, M. Baker, A. Prickett, J. Knight, D. Cima, H. Griffin, P. Sayers,
N. Roedell, M. Prickett, G. Jones, C. Sandford, J. Count, D. Benniman, A. Ashburner.
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LACROSSE 2003
Sat. 13th Dec. 2003
O.N.A. - 10

School - 6

The O.N.A. fielded a strong lacrosse team this year with many of last year’s school team coming
back to join the O.N.A.. The morning started with the usual chatting and catching up as well as
the older O.N.A. members having to learn the new rules quickly (to some of us it is still very
strange to play on a pitch with boundaries). The team operated with a squad system as we had
such a large number of people wanting to play. Ann Parker played very well in goal and saved
some super shots from her School team. Becky Thomas and Hannah Parker were relentless in the
attack on the School’s goal which resulted a number of the O.N.A.’s goals. Anna Fairburn was
solid in defence and organised the rest of us when the school team were attacking. The final result
was 10 - 6 to the O.N.A. which was very pleasing as we lost last year. The match was played in
good spirits and humour by both the School and the O.N.A.. The O.N.A. had a mascot this year
for the first time. It was given to the team by Moyna Chown, who was an ex PE teacher at St.Barts.
It is a doll dressed in full lacrosse kit with stick which she was given to her by pupils when she
left the school.

O.N.A. Team l to r, back row: Emma Wright, Becky Sugden, Kate McMahon, Clare Stubbs,
Rachel Willis, Susie Gowers, Amy Castle, Sam Marsh, Ann Parker.
Front row: Hannah Parker, Anna Fairburn, Zoe Griffiths, Dottie Fenn, Becky Thomas, Clare
Harrison, Janet Calloway, Kelly Thorne.
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SPORTS REPORTS
SPRING and SUMMER 2004
FOOTBALL 2004
Sat. 27th March 2004
School 1st XI - 2 O.N.A. 1st XI - 3
Both teams took some time to settle. The School found it hard to get into the Old Boys half
and they only managed one clear shot at goal in the first twenty minutes. However, the Old
Boys found it difficult to finish off the opportunities made by the midfield. Old Boy Neil
Green crossed a high ball to Matt Prickett who headed just over the bar and a few minutes later
another shot from Neil Green also went over. Against the run of play the School were awarded
a penalty for a trip in the area which was converted by Andrew Prickett, one of Matt’s younger
twin brothers who were both playing for the School. This lifted the School but just on half
time the game was brought to an abrupt halt following a collision by two players. Schoolboy
Jim Coulson fell to the ground in agony with a dislocated kneecap. An ambulance arrived to
take him to hospital.
From the re-start the game followed the same pattern and from an Old Boy’s long ball down
the right wing Alex Snowball floated in a powerful drive over the keeper’s head. The second
goal came from a ball crossed from the left wing by James Smee to drive in past the School
keeper, Mark Russell. Shortly after James Smee added his second goal from short range. Just
before time the Old Boys’ keeper came off his line but Harry Griffin was able to glide the ball
past him into an open goal to make the final score School 2, Old Boys 3.
We owe a big thank you to Alan Baikie, father of Old Boy Tom, who came off the touch line to
referee the second half while Jeremy Sharpe accompanied Jim Coulsen to hospital. Jim
returned to school after the holiday fit and well and able to sit his A Level exams.
O.N.A. - P. Fairclough, N. Nightingale, M. Prickett, A. Snowball, S. Berry, O. Ward, T. Crow,
R. Elliott, J. Smee, C. Smith (J. Gwynn), T. Baikie, N. Green.
School - M. Russell, M. Prickett, A. Prickett, C. Seward, W. Thorne, T. Herne, A. Day, J
Coulson (D. Hibberd), C. Riley, A. Ray, H. Griffen.
*****
School 2nd XI - 3 O.N.A. 2nd XI - 1
This was very much a game of youth against experience with the O.N.A. fielding a team of
numerous “golden oldies.” In the first half although the School had much possession they
failed to score with the Old Boys’ keeper, Rob Lloyd making a number of good saves. Late on
in the first half, John Bowness was brought down for a penalty and converted to put the O.N.A.
up 1-0 at half-time. Age and fitness took their toll in the second half, and sustained pressure
eventually led to three goals coming from Matt Breakwell, Tommy Longfrey and Jamie
Blowfield for the School making the final score 3-1 for the School. The game was well
contested but fair with only two fouls throughout!
O.N.A. - T. Capewell, B. North, L Dillon, P. Davis, J. Bowness, J. Allen, D. Whithey, J. Prater,
N. Hunt, R. Sawetz, K. Bowman, R. Lloyd.
School. - M. Stephens, T. Langfrey, C. Jenner, R. Curtis, (O.N.A. Guest players), M. Breakwell, J. Norris, J. Blowfield, D. Webborn, M. Ladds, M. Sims, M. Draper, R. Walton, J. Wood.
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O.N.A. 1st Team
*****

NETBALL 2004
27th March 2004
Both O.N.A. teams were victorious, the first team beating the school 38-10 and the second
team 41-17
It was a good start from the 'experienced' O.N.A. first team, who scored 16 goals in the first
half. Defence was particularly strong making the job for the attacks easier. The second quarter
was far more even; the St Bart's defence only let in 4 goals forcing the O.N.A. to work harder.
After a few swaps and some O.N.A. players playing out of position the O.N.A. continued to pull
ahead with some good shooting in attack, movement in the middle and interceptions in defence.
Throughout the match the St Barts girls continued a high level of netball, unfortunately not
always ending in a goal. They kept positive in defence, working extremely hard but 'ladies' in
defence and 'youthfulness' in attack gave the O.N.A. team a win. A fantastic effort from both
teams concluded a fair and enjoyable game for both players and spectators.
The O.N.A. second team was without an experienced goal shooter, however for the second year
Janet Calloway played out of position to fill the gap. Teaming up with Lucy Wearn, who shot
accurately throughout the match the O.N.A. took an early first quarter lead of 12-7. The second
quarter was dominated by the O.N.A. defence of Jane Proudfoot, Sharlean Heaver and Heather
Galbraith who restricted the school's goal scoring to only 4 compared with 12 to the O.N.A..
Half time saw a swap around of players with Lindsay Leach joining the O.N.A. team at WA.
Combining well immediately with the centre court players, Tina Wallin and Janet Josey the
O.N.A. continued to dominate. The school also swapped players around putting Steph Webb
against Lucy Wearn to try to limit the goal scoring and some friendly rivalry ensued.
The match was well umpired by Val Todd, Lindsay Leach, Penny Roberts and Jane Proudfoot
and we are grateful for their support. Thank you to Zoe Preston for helping to organise the
O.N.A. team.
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O.N.A. 1st Team: l to right. Back row: Jackie Taylor, Zoe Preston, Kim White, Sam Pembroke.
Front row: Beckie Thomas (Katie Fletcher), Kelly Hearn, Janette O’Regan

O.N.A. 2nd Team: l to right. Back row: Penny Roberts, Lucy Wearn, Heather Galbraith, Tina
Wallin (Lindsay Leach), Jane Proudfoot.
Front row: Janet Calloway, Janet Josey, Sharlean Heaver
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GOLF 2004
Fri. 18th June 2004
O.N.A. 1

School 4

St. Barts Schoolboy Matt Talmage Celebrates Hole-In-One
The Old Newburians’ Summer Reunion commenced on Fri. 18th June at Newbury and
Crookham Golf Club with an O.N.A. team and a School team, which consisted of students and
staff, competing for the new Centenary Salver sponsored by Barlows of Hermitage Ltd. With
all the players on the course news filtered through of schoolboy Matthew Talmage scoring a
hole-in-one on the 171yd, par 3 ninth hole. Matthew (handicap 21) has been a member at
Newbury and Crookham for only about one year.
Initially, as results started to come in, it looked like a whitewash by the school but the final
O.N.A. pairing of Richard Sellwood and Roger Holt recorded the only Old Boys success. St.
Barts winning 4 - 1.
School - M. Britton and M. Schofield; M. Talmage and G. Youll; D. Jones and J. Piercy; J.
Beacroft and J. Toolity; A. Bartlett and J. Braisendale.
O.N.A. - M. Richardson and G. Hamlett; N. Drewe and W. Drewe; P. Barlow and Kirldsen; T.
Drewe and J. Antmann; R. Sellwood and R. Holt.

Chet Hobbs of the O.N.A. Presenting the Centenary Salver to Matthew Talmage of St. Barts

29

CRICKET 2004
Sun. 27th June 2004
O.N.A. 1st XI - 144 for 6
School 1st XI - 57 for 2
Rain stopped play
This season to encourage more interest a new formula was agreed; a 2.00pm start and 35 overs
each side. With three guest players we were able to field both first and second teams.
Unfortunately, rain reduced the 1st XI match to 25 overs and the O.N.A. Set the School a target
of 144 for 6. Top scorers were S. Grayson (43), T. Heath (35) and M. Richardson (22).
The School made a steady start; A. Prickett (35 n.o.) M. Pricket (9 n.o.) and W. Griffin (8) and
they were 57 for 2 when a heavy thunderstorm stopped play and the match had to be abandoned.

O.N.A. - T. Heath, D. Swait, M. Richardson, S. Grayson, M. Tarrant, W. Davis, R. Elliott, B. Bull,
A. Ship, T. Crowe, P. Marshall.
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School 2nd XI - 108

O.N.A. 2nd XI- 111 for 9

The School 2nd eleven batted through the early light showers and were 108 all out just before the
tea interval with top scorers J. Sharpe (22); D. Smith (15); A. Bartlett (11).
The O.N.A. opening bats A. Varney and M. Goodenough batted through the 20 mins. to tea time
and with one eye on the weather the O.N.A. aggressively attacked the School’s bowling with Rob
Padmore (43), Jon Aniszewski (21) and David Barlow (16). The required total of 111 for 9 was
reached to win just before the thunderstorm struck!
O.N.A. - A. Varney, M. Goodenough, D. Barlow, A. Hamilton, R. Padmore, J. Aniszewski, D.
Joyce, E. Houghton, J. Barlow.

Cricket teas were kindly prepared by
Molly Gale, Joan Hobbs and Jessica
Mursell upstairs in the recently refurbished cricket pavilion. O.N.A. President, Keith Allen presented Martin
Britton with an O.N.A. Tie and
Honorary Life Membership of the Association to mark his 16 years involvement in bringing together the School
and the O.N.A. in all the sporting
fixtures. Martin left in Sept 2004 to
take up an appointment in Buckinghamshire. His replacement is David
McGall, who as 1st XV rugby coach
took the school to Twickenham in
2002. We wish to thank Martin for
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encouraging school leavers over the years to come back and play in the sporting activities and
welcome David who has already confirmed his commitment to sport at the School and the
O.N.A. Fixtures.
*****
6th July 2004
O.N.A. - 140

Staff - 141

In this 15 (eight ball) overs match the O.N.A. side batted first and opening bat David Swait set
the pace with a brisk 29. Josh Antmann maintained the run rate and had scored 68 when he was
bowled going for another big hit off the last ball of the final over. Jeremy Sharpe deputising for
injured Mike Hart behind the stumps had a busy evening claiming 4 stumpings.
The Staff opening batsmen started cautiously but some wayward bowling from the Old Boys, who
gave away 32 extras (compared with 18 from the Staff ) encouraged R. Southwall-Sanders to open
his shoulders and thrash the bowling with 16 fours and 2 sixes for 82 n.o. He was partnered by
schoolboy Arijit Dey (18) and Jeremy Sharpe (10n.o.) who with the scores tied at 140 steered the
last ball of the final over through the gully for one run to win the match.
O.N.A. - D. Swait, M. Richardson, A. Skipp, J. Aniszewski, N. Hart, J. Antman, G. Hamlett, D.
Barlow, M. Stich, P. Marshall.
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Centenary Club Winners 2003/2004
Date

First Prize

Second Prize

Third Prize

1st July 2003

R.B. Moore

A.M. Turner

1st Aug. 2003

A.J. Ingram

R. Lock

1st Sept. 2003

Mrs. C.F. Kirk

Mrs. E. Webster

1st Oct. 2003

I.M. Cutts

E.S.M. Bennett

1st Nov. 2003

A.M. Turner

S. Cardy

Ms C. Blackwell-Gibbs

1st Dec. 2003

Mrs J. Calloway

Charity

Mrs K. Dodridge

1st Jan 2004

N. Brooks

Charity

R. Lock

1st Feb 2004

J. Gale

Mrs. P. Fraser

Mrs. A.M. Hutchins

1st Mar 2004

E. Edgeworth

B.A. Wakeford

Ms. E. Fry

1st Apr 2004

Mrs C.F. Kirk

G.J. King

F.W. Hill

1st May 2004

Ms D. Mellor

Ms W. WilloughbyPaul

R.J. Hobden

1st June 2004

I.M. Cutts

G. Weaving

B.A. Wakeford

1st Prize was £20, 2nd Prize £10 and 3rd Prize £5
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Useful Addresses
The President
Keith Allen
Ranworth
Tydhams
Newbury
Berks RG14 6JT
Tel. 01635-42417

Webmaster and Magazine Editor
Richard Sellwood
4 Westmead Drive
Newbury
Berks RG14 7DJ
Email: editor@oldnewburians.co.uk
Tel. 01635-43527

Secretary
Jon Herne
42 Aintree Close
Newbury
Berks
RG14 7TX
Email: jonherne@yahoo.co.uk

Games Secretary (M)
Chet Hobbs
19 York Road
Newbury
Berks RG14 7NJ
Email: gamesm@oldnewburians.co.uk
Tel. 01635-522546

Membership Secretary
John Gale
Wild Hedges
66 Burys Bank Road
Crookham Common
Thatcham
Berks RG19 8DD
Email: membership@oldnewburians.co.uk
Tel. 01635-43304

Games Secretary (F)
Janet Calloway
6 Kiln Terrace
Chapel Lane
Curridge
Thatcham
Berks RG18 9DY
Email: gamesf@oldnewburians.co.uk
Tel. 01635-200399

OLD NEWBURIANS’ NEWS
Please send news of yourself or other Old Newburians to:
Richard Sellwood, 4 Westmead Drive, Newbury, Berks. RG14 7DJ or by Email to
richard.sellwood@btinternet.com. Please contact me as this information is well received by all
the membership. Please don’t forget to include your year of leaving school. Another way is to
visit our web site and sign the guestbook. The only problem with this is that the length of your
contribution is limited to just a few sentences.
I am constantly being asked to put someone in touch with any of his or her peers and if you do
have an email address please register with our Email Mailing List on our web site
(www.oldnewburians.co.uk). If someone then makes a request I can then pass on the email
address. Please don’t forget to update your address if it changes.
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